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Abstract 
The paper represents an invitation to “twisting”, a recall of the analytical thinking towards an impressive domain from the 
standpoint of the ideative dynamics, the pedagogical Romanian thinking of the 1890-1950 period. The central subject of this 
discourse is represented by the teaching principles as they were expressed by the most outstanding thinkers in the domain such as 
Borgovan, Gavanescul, Pipos, Teodosiu, Brandza, Barsanescu, Antonescu. Positioned in hermeneutics, the author does not 
ignore the filiations identification of the opinion “distances” and of the original elements. Moreover, the paper is built on the 
intention of updating the previous researchers’ thinking, not on order to “allow them to take part in the present debates” (Dogan 
and Pahre, 1993) but to outline and recompose the nutrients of the affiliation joy to a sparkling spiritual space, i.e. the Romanian 
ideas on different aspects of education. The meeting with your own history represents an adventure with a cultural value, the self-
bringing up and self-accomplishment. This axiom entails assuming an attitude specific to the historians of the domain whose 
mission is “… not that of building but that of finding out and reconstructing the reality”. Besides the visualizing the ideative 
hints, the theoretical ability is obvious and the paper is a premises for an approach to comparative pedagogy. 
© 2014 The Authors. Published by Elsevier Ltd. 
Peer-review under responsibility of the Scientific Committee of GLOBE-EDU 2014. 
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1. Objective and research question 
The purpose of this paper is to provide a comprehensive view of a significant component of pedagogical‘s 
thinking Romanian: the principles of teaching. From the beginning it is useful to underline conceptual context. 
Teaching principles refers to those prescriptions who ordering / regulates the teacher’s activity. The general idea of 
this paper is that there are no authentic principles of teaching in the analyzed theories. That mentioned period is 
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dominated by a discourse in which teaching principles are synonyms and specify as principles of education. Purely 
didactic interest for the paper can be assigned and cultural one. Romanian pedagogy between 1890 – 1950 is also a 
model of cultural studies, including in terms of teleology made. Absence of a previous study on this topic is a good 
epistemic motivation for this study. How could one proceed otherwise? These principles form the core of an 
approach to understand the complexity of teacher’s activity.  
2. Method 
The intention of this essay is motivated by theoretical relevance of such an approach, not only with a particular 
strength in the history of science education, but also a broader, cultural, critical update of a landmark in the history 
of thought. And this, not just to present an ideological „moment”, saturated with diversity, but also important to 
allow these thinkers to become active in a symbolical configuration of one professional and national culture. 
Methodological, the discursiveness of the ideas will be determinate by the historical perspective (which generates a 
dilemma about the practical utility of next ideas) and by the objective processing of the primary sources of 
information.  
3. Results, Content 
Borgovan (1931) the principle of attractive and enjoyable learning. Education aims not only startup the 
intelligence, the affective life and will. Thus on education, any activity that puts spiritual life of the pupil function is 
most important in teaching. So are activities such as game and manual work. The learning starts from a natural 
necessity. In both cases the matter that is taught must arouse the interest of school or be made interesting. This is 
where the art of teaching springs, which is the child to be active and work to "rule" that matters. 
The principle of mental activity. The teaching has the well established aims to make active and discipline pupils 
in the midst of activity. Under the name of the active school, the active method, "creative work", creative education - 
the principle of activity was a permanent preoccupation of all teachers: "Today's spiritual life requires that work be 
raised to principle. The active principle runs counter to the intellectualist and passivity principles" (Borgovan, 1931, 
40). The activity means not only physical or manual activity, but rather, must be understood as mental activity; there 
is a correlation between them, but never one of them involving her and the other in particular. Is necessary to create 
free peoples, because without education cannot achieve the freedom of personality. They are not only how business 
and productivity. "Addressing only our passivity and docility and cultivating in students only imitation never be to 
get a free being, but we get no more than one being impersonal, which means he had no personality" (ibid., 51). 
The principle of learning related to the child's intellectual force. Every moment of learning is conditioned by a 
certain intellectual status of children. There is a progression of knowledge and there is a progression method. They 
make learning not to depart from experimental knowledge, has no "jumps", gaps. This concatenation is needed in 
mental development of the child. It provides unit to education. 
The principle of interest. Equally important is the principle of educational interest. Is another aspect of education. 
Higher education is closely linked exciting life. In any human action is currently interest. 
The principle of formal culture 
The principle of pupil’s work economist. There is a desire and need for the transition from game to learning takes 
place without the students feel that – the work as an ultimate goal. Moreover, the didactic requires that any work 
being transforming in game and only in time (14-15 years) to achieve separation between play and work. 
 
The learning should be progressive and clear,, and this requirement refers to a processuality of the studies’ 
experiences that follows itineraries like: from simple to complex, from the concrete to the abstract, from the known 
to the unknown. Requirement is so that new knowledge be prepared by the older "one prepares other" (Gavanescul, 
1920, 81). 
Learning should respect and stimulate the free and spontaneous activity of students by: 
a) teachers expose in a systematic order, ensuring a logical sequence of knowledge; 
b) the student's own mental activity (active method) "to learn students find themselves, in their minds the 
truth what we want to communicate it" (ibid., 106). 
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The result is not only to acquire deep concepts, but also pleased that students experience through such 
involvement, an additional factor for sustainable procurement. 
The applicability and usefulness of the method is general assets: from primary school to university. Fundamental 
mechanism is heuristic, stimulate intellectual activity through question, is thus stimulates the curiosity. 
Education is interesting, intellectual pleasure, interest theory (formal). There is a practical interest (material) 
associated first intelligence functions: preservation of life and ensure happiness. 
A special place, in the Gavanescul’s pedagogical theory is token by de humanism idea. In a general sense, as 
principle, this idea refers to the „opening of all educational action toward the human being, toward his problems, 
toward the increase pupils’ ability to perceive the human character” (Gavanescul, 1899). 
The humanism’s basic axiom is: „To search a touch, for excite and develop the string of the soul s higher weakest 
feelings, typical for the human nature: the feeling of love for the humans, country, the feeling of beauty, of 
harmonious with the universe, the religious feeling” (Gavanescul, 1920, pp 192-193). In synthesis, the social-
humanist idea, with the education s philosophical preoccupation, tries to organize the hearth and the mind. Both 
harmonize and humanize the man in the same time harmonize and humanize his tools (means) of culture and 
education. 
Refers to the moral indicator of educational ideal, the character, we should observe that doesn’t means just a 
human being with healthy mind and will, but superior social feelings. In the meaning of the last moment of the 
lesson, that of „increase the value, on the plan of moral s education, of the news knowledge offered to the pupils” 
(Stanciu, 1983, 96). 
This humanist preoccupation  of train (by school learning) feelings of well, of beauty, love for the country, love 
for the people, sympathy, gratitude, admiration and respect for the man who serves country and humanity, means the 
“background of the instruction and of the society” (Gavanescul, 1924, 100). 
 
Education should be made to facilitate natural and harmonious development of all individual qualities, to provide 
both: a general human culture and a moral character. The teacher recognizes that while "intellectual culture 
(developing omnilateral) is very precious, but in education it can not be seen as the ultimate goal, the moral 
character  must be the ultimate goal; we have to move all actions education, and therefore learning "(Pipoş, 1905, 
97). From this "cardinal” principle are others deducted. 
Education must be true and the contents of teaching must be scientifically correct; thus are putted the foundations 
for an important values: the love for truth, an internal source of cognitive motivation. Also, teaching itself will be 
corrected, without redundancy or "empty phrases". Another condition for a true education is the uniform progress of 
all students.  
Education must be intuitive. Intuition is an associated mental image to a real object. Intuition’s rules are: more 
direct contact (when it is not possible are necessary models intuition, images), an intuition must be peculiar to a 
single object simultaneously not more, an intuition must be polisenzorial, leading to a  reach information and to a to 
wealth and clarity image; an intuition must be analytical, assuming a "deconstruction" of objects into parts; 
association object with its real name; an intuition must be followed by a comparative analysis: comparing objects 
discovering similarities and differences, identify common concepts for them to return to intuition. The first analysis 
is the logical abstraction called and the second is to determine, called logic synthesis. 
Education must be genetic, which covers the following aspects: from nearly to far from easy to difficult, from 
simple to complicated. 
Education must be) prepared according to the student's individuality. The mean sum of all the individual 
characteristics by which a person (an individual) is different from everyone else. Each student has (in addition to the 
general characteristics of the human body and spirit) and some properties (private) individual. Each pupil has their 
own skills and abilities. Individuality of each human being has much to do with temperament, permanent changes 
caused by the influence of spiritual life whole physical body on the soul, its age and sex. The teacher ”has to take 
into account the principle of differentiation and individualization, because every class has students of different 
single entity, and so he will have to prepare education so that they can understand and the weakest, but give work to 
the most able "(ibid., 125). Achieving quality in education must always respect the individuality of students and its 
success depends on the teacher's ability to accommodate the specific individuality of students. 
Education is (to be) practical. Applying knowledge learned is the basic condition for students to use culture in 
practical life. "There is one teacher practice that students minds loaded with too much material, but gives time for 
thorough processing of Him" (Pipoş, 1905, 62). Knowledge that students acquire in school should be part of 
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students' spirituality and reflected in external facts. It also will have a practical education if the teacher chooses all 
examples of practical life. Students will not only learn to know the answers in exam situations but to understand the 
utility of knowledge in practical life. Natural method is that fully exploit the natural development of spiritual laws 
childish, and also takes into account the nature of the study. Teacher education will be practical if you apply a 
natural method. And for that purpose it is necessary that the teacher on hand to be a good observer and a deep 
connoisseur of the human spirit (good psychologist), and on the other hand he will have to study tact methodical, 
critical reading and practical lessons (composed by him and others) and not eventually attend proposals from other 
more experienced teachers. 
 
Entire teaching activity is regulated, among other things, by a set of principles: learning must be intuitive, 
psychological, interesting, active, educational, practical, durable and solid. 
Intuitive learning principle. Intuition term has two meanings: a) the result of the act of learning, the image or 
"perception" of an object, b) an internal guidance activity of the senses and attention resources to external or internal 
objects and phenomena. The pupil must have clear intuitions; therefore it must be made as frequently in direct 
contact with external reality, objective. Also, children have intuitions continuously evaluated, especially with regard 
to the characteristics of accuracy and clarity, "this control may be putting them to draw from memory or to shape 
plant and animal figures, scenes from nature or to indicate objects or phenomena in paintings, photographs, plans, 
maps, etc.."(Barsanescu,1935, 296).  
Psychological principle. Considered the simplest and most obvious principle, it reinforces the idea that education 
is conditional efficiency compatible with the nature of the child's mind (his way of thinking, feeling and willing, the 
children's mental differences by age, gender, and types). Psychological principle of education is fulfilled when the 
following rules are met: 
a) teacher guides learning so that the system of ideas to meet each stage of development and provide a satisfying 
child’s aptitudes; 
b) teacher helps students make progress from a confusing perceptions to clear and fair concepts; from facts to 
laws; from knowledge to science . 
Principle of interest. Interestingly becomes a learning lesson when pupils listen carefully, when they are happy 
and when all subjects at school activity produces joy. For develop the interest, the teacher will guide the ethical 
interests, not only their psychological, that will stimulate only those interests that support the development of 
individual age in the educational ideals. So can encourage pupils’ provisions for some science and art, and their 
concerns for the knowledge of nature, laboratory work, collecting plants, minerals, etc. Sometimes, the interest of 
knowledge can push the child to put questions too heavy for his understanding. In such cases it is advisable to give 
pupils an explanation easier, simplified, intuitive and pleasure to manifest his desire to teach. 
 The principle of activity. Entire education aims to form and development of children as active beings who 
not merely cognitive manifestations at a simple mechanical memory of contents offered by training, but is expressed 
dynamic intellectually, judges, take initiative and work. The condition that must be provided to ensure that teleology 
is the activism: "Active learning is that they put on the school to work, to think, to appreciate and make some light 
work instead of teacher. In education there are many works in which the school can provide, for example (...) help 
us to experience, to observe phenomena and to draw their law, give examples and analyze them to determine rules 
"(ibid., 299). When we make a good active education: the source of the work is their own initiative, with self-
employment and his works, as well as objectivity in judging the work of self and others. 
Educational learning principle. There are two types of education: an education that is in the service of science and 
the other is the same education. First, science and discovery and teaching them is the main goal of human concerns. 
To teach them, theorist does not deal only indirectly or changing its auditor training. Totally different where 
education is education. This instruction serves the entire act of man's spiritual formation increased. Therefore, the 
school education is an educational one. 
In practice, the educational school is to do that by all subjects to achieve: 1. spiritual enrichment with images, 
concepts, ideas and judgments. 2. Formal forming, the action to coordinate, stimulate and discipline the pupil’s 
mental actions. 3. to prepare the will to aspire at cultural values, such develops  man towards a creative personality, 
a cultural creator.  
Principle of practical education. Primary school is not practical, but a general culture one, where are offered to 
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students basic notions of religion, history, geography, mathematics, natural sciences and so on, only the upper 
course is intended mainly with practical teaching knowledge. Need to give children knowledge to be useful in 
practical life is so great that the primary elementary and shall include the applicable elements in life. In elementary 
school, elementary principle of practical education can be achieved in two ways: 1. the related instructions of 
theoretical education: workshops and school gardens, 2. through applied education, which vary according to the 
nature of agricultural department, commercial, or industrial. 
Principle of sustainable education. "All learning taught in school is given to students in order for them to use later 
in life, sustainable way to master in order to be able to use it successfully" (ibid., 300). It is therefore necessary 
materials sustainably assimilation in school because it is a key element. In acquiring the knowledge necessary to 
proceed according to the following suggestions: 
- Knowledge should be offered so that students encounter with a keen interest and attention focused and 
concentrated; 
- To achieve systematic review and lessons (from lesson to lesson, or after the main chapters);  
- Contents of memory to be formative and cultural value (prayers, poems, rules arithmetical operations, 
geometric relations, grammatical rules, laws of physics and chemistry, etc.). 
- be given topics to write, because they help a good memory. 
 
  
5. Discussion and conclusion 
 
Our study intended to taping responses witch outlining a possible itinerary for a theory of teaching principles 
system structured around a dialectic of patterns, the lineages or ideational „distances”.   
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